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ALGER COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

REGULAR MEETING 

February 16, 2021

Approved March 15, 2021

Pursuant to recess, the Alger County Board of Commissioners convened via GoToMeeting at 

4:00 p.m. on the above date. 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Doucette with the following Commissioners 

present:  Commissioners Laing, Mattson, Pullen, Rondeau, and Doucette.  Absent – none. 

The board observed a moment of silence for Barry Johnson. 

The board of commissioners said the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Public comment session was open. Jim Isleib updated the board regarding MSU Extension 

agriculture programs. There was no further public comment; thus, the public comment was closed.           

Commissioner Rondeau would like to add opening courthouse front door into the lobby when it 

is cold as item #11 and Commissioner Pullen would like to delete existing item #11 as MCL 47.3(4) 

addresses this issue. Limestone Township Clerk, Danita Rask addressed the approval of a Designated 

Assessor in a letter in correspondence. The township’s concerns will be discussed further, and a letter 

will be sent to them. It was moved by Commissioner Pullen and seconded by Commissioner Mattson 

approve the agenda as amended. Motion carried by the following vote:  Ayes – Commissioners Laing, 

Mattson, Pullen, Rondeau, and Doucette.  Nays – none.  Absent – none. 

It was moved by Commissioner Rondeau and seconded by Commissioner Laing to approve the 

consent agenda which includes the following items: 

Appoint Kelly Hall to the Alger County Library Board for a three-year term ending 12/31/23; 

Reappoint Patricia LaCombe to the DHHS Board term ending 12/31/22; 

Affirm approving the treasurer to purchase a computer in the amount of $1,612.63 – ½ to come 

from the DTR and ½ to come from the treasurer’s budget; 

Approve payment of all Board Bills; 

Approve Financial Reports for all funds (Trial Balance Report available); 

Authorize the treasurer to transfer revenues received in 2021 back to expense of 2020 (see 

sheet); 

Authorize the clerk to transfer between 2020 general fund budgets (see sheet); 

Authorize the clerk to amend 2021 budgets (see sheet); 

Authorize the clerk to amend the 2021 jail budget in the amount of $19,504.17; 

Authorize the treasurer to transfer $1,123.38 from the MIDC fund #270 into general fund 

reimbursements; 

Motion carried by the following vote:  Ayes – Commissioners Laing, Mattson, Pullen, Rondeau, and 

Doucette.  Nays – none.  Absent – none.  

It was moved by Commissioner Mattson and seconded by Commissioner Laing to approve the 

Organizational Committee meeting minutes of January 5, 2021. Motion carried by the following vote:  

Ayes – Commissioners Laing, Mattson, Pullen, Rondeau, and Doucette.  Nays – none.  Absent – none. 

It was moved by Commissioner Pullen and seconded by Commissioner Mattson to approve the 

Committee of the Whole meeting minutes of January 11, 2021. Motion carried by the following vote:  

Ayes – Commissioners Laing, Mattson, Pullen, Rondeau, and Doucette.  Nays – none.  Absent – none. 

It was moved by Commissioner Rondeau and seconded by Commissioner Mattson to approve 

the Board of Commissioners meeting minutes of January 19, 2021. Motion carried by the following 

vote:  Ayes – Commissioners Laing, Mattson, Pullen, Rondeau, and Doucette.  Nays – none.  Absent – 

none. 

It was moved by Commissioner Laing and seconded by Commissioner Pullen to approve the 

Special Board of Commissioners meeting minutes of January 28, 2021. Motion carried by the 

following vote:  Ayes – Commissioners Laing, Mattson, Pullen, Rondeau, and Doucette.  Nays – none.  
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Absent – none. 

Forester Matt Watkeys explained that he is good with the Timber Sale Contract Addendum for 

Hanley Airfield and that Mr. Zellar signed the contract as is. It was moved by Commissioner Pullen 

and seconded by Commissioner Rondeau to approve Addendum to July 22, 2020 Timber Sale Contract 

for Hanley Airfield: 
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Motion carried by the following vote:  Ayes – Commissioners Laing, Mattson, Pullen, Rondeau, and 

Doucette.  Nays – none.  Absent – none. 

It was moved by Commissioner Laing and seconded by Commissioner Pullen to approve the 

contract with Colligo GIS for 2021 GIS Services and 911 Maintenance: 
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Motion carried by the following vote:  Ayes – Commissioners Laing, Mattson, Pullen, Rondeau, and 

Doucette.  Nays – none.  Absent – none. 

It was moved by Commissioner Laing and seconded by Commissioner Mattson to amend 

motion from January 28, 2021 Special Board meeting authorizing sheriff’s department to hire part-time 

employees to hire temporary employees for their 3rd shift, to be revisited quarterly. Motion carried by 

the following vote:  Ayes – Commissioners Laing, Mattson, Pullen, Rondeau, and Doucette.  Nays – 

none.  Absent – none. 

There was some discussion about unlocking the front entrance on very cold days to allow the 

public into the lobby.  This issue will be reviewed for future discussion. 

There were no miscellaneous financial matters. 

Correspondence was briefly read.  

Commissioner Rondeau noted that if a person must wait outside with these cold temperatures 

that departments must be aware and prevent anyone, especially the elderly from being stuck outside. 

Administrator, Steve Webber explained that this was the first of such circumstances.  

Commissioner Laing explained that resolutions are forthcoming, Road Commission interviews 

are starting soon, and there is a presentation on Tuesday regarding solar power for the courthouse.  

Commissioner Rondeau inquired about the 15 UP counties’ stance on the Line 5 tunnel and noted that 

wind turbines in Texas froze up due to recent cold weather.   

Burt Township Supervisor, Sheri Shafer explained that Grand Marais is 65 miles away from 

Munising.  She has received letters concerning the need for increased law enforcement presence within 

her jurisdiction. With tourism tripling over the last five years, she would like to see an increase in road 

patrols throughout Burt Township.  Commissioner Doucette explained that the State of Michigan 

slashed road patrol funding from $39,000 down to $18,000.  There was some discussion regarding HB 

4590 and the need for its passage for increased funding of law enforcement and tourism related 

expenses.  Commissioner Doucette encourages the public to write letters of concern and continues to 

press the issue with Representative Cambensy.  Prosecuting Attorney Robert Steinhoff thanked Ms. 

Shafer and requested a copy of the letter she received.  Sheriff Brock said he appreciates the moment 

of silence for Mr. Johnson and all of those that are hurting during the pandemic. Administrator Steve 

Webber congratulated Sgt. Peters on recent vaccination work. Sgt. Peters briefed the board regarding 

the recent vaccination drive and updated information about doses and vaccination locations.  County 

Clerk Mary Ann Froberg thanked Sgt. Peters and LMAS for their continued efforts and noted it has 

been a rough couple of days. 

Public comment session was open.   There was no public comment; thus, the public comment 

was closed.      

It was moved by Commissioner Rondeau and seconded by Commissioner Pullen to adjourn this 

meeting at 6:00 p.m. Motion carried by the following vote:  Ayes – Commissioners Laing, Mattson, 

Pullen, Rondeau, and Doucette.  Nays – none.  Absent – none. 

_______________________________________  _______________________________________ 
Jerry Doucette, Chairman Mary Ann Froberg 
Alger County Board of Commissioners  Alger County Clerk 


